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The Horldwide Church of God (WI':OG) and its 'associat‘ Ambassador

‘ 4

[

o

College had an income of 353 million in l973--€everal}t1mes that recelved <
; ) . e e g e *
.. by th tic ati n f' Blll Graham. The WCOG's daily radio B
; 7, e evsngel:.s ‘}sﬂmi on o y am e s daily radic : ."3"\!3

,»: P

.
a

.

‘and televisioh'pmgraths, ci1led "The %lorld\Tormorrow," are said td be the

most widely broadcast religious programs in the ion.1 'They are *carried

on 31h stations;2 In addition, the, WCOG has a 2. 6 mill on-01rculatlon
monthly flam Truth maga.za.ne,3 and numerous other publlcatlons 'furm.shed

by its large pr1nt1ng fac1lity in Pasadeha Calllorm.a. Garner Ted Armstrong

* -

and hig_father, Herbert W. Armstrong, are "the watchfu]’. gu.ard:.ans"h of this

v

religious empire. )

‘This article will treat “the public message that is deliveredtto

/
.

trong's radio and television

r are not--fessages delivered by p sonaht!es, for example, that appearTg

rlghtly for purposes othey’ than the obvious ones. It is the cohtentlon of

e

the author that the attenta.on and/ supoort the Armstrongs have received 1s

/ ’ .

based upon theﬁractlce of decéiving llstoners through well deslgnad

strategems. The ]attentlon and support received can be verlfled through the

’

‘- numbers ‘of people involved. ’ ) c i

Although the sect has only 85, 000 churchgoers and arNadditional - | /
125,000 or more co-wox"kers5 in the United States &nd abr:oad 6 1t is .
estimated that lSO 000,000 people~ are reached by radlo, televislon and /

!
large-space advertislng in mass-c:.rculatlon magazines and newspapers.7 s

The Los Angeles Times, in a news story, cited some ,figures contalned in
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”statement by Garner Ted Armstrong which appeared in a WCQOG year-end report.

It stated that in 1973,'“3 6 million pieces of mail were processed at

Pasadena alone--a 5% inérease over 1972 " It was also stated that "more

o
’

/

A
thfh 750 000 persons wrote in for literature for the first time in 1973,

and that 7 million pieces of literature were sent.out to persons requesting
i&‘.-*&r ‘ . .~- ¥ ‘ .t

. - ‘ . . i \ ) . %
. The crux of the operation involves creating -a desire in the listener

p?

for more information. Withqut a specific physical aqt on the part of the

~

“liStener--an oral or written request--no information is forwarded Thus,

”»n
3

to understand the operation one must look at the. radio and/telev1s1on

presentations-the ideas, the orgam.zation, the types. of proof, the stylz
and the method of deliv 9 Each asmtation contributes
to the total effect although some guile .can be foulBh\in each part, ar the
.presentation, it 1is the gestalt that prov1de§ the impres 'on and evokes a

response in the listener.* w

¢ ‘The 1deas that’ are espoused during the broadcasts are o y extensions

i
*-and applications of the ba31c doctrines of the quG seldom the basic

» doctrines themselves., The doctrines of Armstrong ] theology, brlefly, are

_f man’dQes not 'have a soul--he 33 a souly (8) there will be three resuriec-

. that (1) there is only one true Ch&EEEf'the Worldw1de Church of God;

+ (2) there is only one true 1nterpreter of Scripture--Herbert W. Armstrongs

‘&t

(3) there is only one acceptable day bf worship--the seventh day; (L) there )

] ‘ / & ,_A

-is only one valid means of 1nduction into God's Kingdom-immersion baptism'

(

administered by a minister of the Worldwide Church of God; (5) the Trinity

[ 4

doctrine is heretical, (6) the, "new birth" relates to the new life as

Spirit beings into which God's children are’ born (begotten{ through

3

resurrection, (7) the 1mmortality of the soul is a falsg_doctrine becapse )

e

. .
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. t10ns~ (a) the resurréction of the faIthgul who will reign_ w1th Chr1st in
) L

" his Jerusalem-based millennlal klngdom, (b) the rehurrectmqh of*'the vast

- .mm“mhlindgd najgxzty},whp never really had a: chance to acCept God's way of

. " *

llfe'; and (c) the f1na1 resurrectlon, when the wlcked Wlll be ralsed, -

-
.

judged and con51gned “te destructxon in’ tne 1ake of fire. There is no
E . b
» . hell; (9) salvation 1s the process contlngent upop 11felong.compliénce BN
with God's ritual and’ more requirements; and (10) scr1pture passages must -

S " be taken literally. 10 . ' o ) -

These doctrlnes are not revealed in the- publ;c speeches, but only

. through a close and extensive examln’tlon of the “WCOG 11terauure11 or

' - .’.

through acceptance into the church as a.member%? and then through.a
- , \ . A}

. “combination of the sermons, the literature, ministerial guidance and >

Bible study. Meetings are_desiéned to provide information Fabore and
e ri " . ! ’”
beyond -anything we're free td say on television, over the radio, or in

» »

our magazines,"13 Armsirong contends. It is impossible for a person ' : .

k4

r listening to Garner Ted Armstrong on "The Yorld Tomorrow"'program'to

. .a(

is de51gned through'lnge ousness/ and expert ab111ty-to 1nduce only a

/

: state of curiosity’ - in the listener. It ralses questlons in. the 11§tener s

. understand these doctrlnes, for thi message that is 00nveyed via the media

. mind and.whets his appetite. In 1lstening to the broadcastg -one gess omdy ,
. ' ’ L]
a faint shadow of the doctrinal 1ssues._ The message, then,, illustrates,

[ ] ¢ AR}

the "seductlon metaphor" in whlch Armstrong, the gseducer, "f01sts appEarJ
ances ‘on the dhwary W Ae Plato had Phaedrus say &bout the shams of 1&5y

would-be orator, uit is from #hat seems to be true that persuasion comes,‘

- N [

s not from the real- truth."1h It is the concealme ',of tvut?/éor the purpose
) ( * , . ;l e - . . .'

of mlsleadlngu

} g -4

*a
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words, ‘40 “shoc-s the socks off the most t1me-nonored tradltg.ons you maybe ) »

) In his broadcasts, Armstrongts oriontation s‘eems to, ‘oe, in his o@q

, have’- alway’s clutched ang held dear to your breast in th:Ls dern wo\:ld of

. prophessmg‘Christlanlty." 5_ One can expect to hear mate al on the ten T
' ‘8

L .
-commandmer;ts s the coming Kingdom of God, pagan holldays ’ ,Blblical creation,

‘the day of cruclfmo'x or evolut.ion but net as ore would expect to hear jele .’

. Onba receht progran, Garne; Ted Armst_rong talked about Jesus Christ lin these

. - Ve . -
words: g : ¢ ,

L

L °
There is vast bonfuﬁion,\ .. ¢ « about whe entii'ezlifespan of*
/ ) ¢

. -

Y .8

Jesus, about the date of his birth about how he called his disciples,

about why he came,. sbout what he did, about whether his m1racles are

<
true, about the}klnd of personality he was--that race he was_of, what

» he looked like, the length of his—hair--everythin‘g ’in short, about

the life, the'ministr);, the _death, the burial, and the resurrecti®n -
h ) ' A
of Jesus Christ. (March 20, 197L) . - '

r o .

Shock:.ng \the publa_c/ s a means of ga1n1ng and holdlng attentlon. People . T

.

, want have their senses assaulted and the’ Armstrongs, rather than - us:.ng . '

. , -

the1r~pos1tion for reSpons:.ble and informative jJournalism or rehga.on, cater'_

. [ ~*

to this dejnre \ ‘ T .
“In Pns broadcasts Armstrong shpports "she old-fashioned Christia Pnd L

‘ Amencan nrtues of honor, rev':e, patriotism, thrift, integrlty, chastity,
. . 0
< 16

and temperance." e Like most of the past religj.ous refpr'ners ’- Garner Ted

stnkes out agamst "the fat, the dirty, 1?he corrupt the sinful, and the )

unbeliemg.. w He wases war agalnst Hall that is’ not pure, noble, true, .just,

and American." Hls "ant1-soc1alis1:.\ ant1-Comrnunist ariti-intellectua'l

. . antl-hlppy, anti-Catholic, anstl-Geman even antl-bigotﬂz‘ eas seem‘to

‘

. strike a respons:.ve chord in some (listeners: . -




. > . -
e - he jdea that the WCQOG knows .the truth ahd that it is, thus, superlor
' ¢ -
- to othe chgrches, is attract1ve to listeners. "Prove for’ yourself that

§

what~we say- is true--its _easy,- afterall " Garner Ted seems to be saying,

-

.

»

"and then 301n us 1n a united, warm, fr1°nd1y front, against the '‘cold,

[

‘. smnlster, heathen, unscrutable,’even 1ne¢fab1e enemles-'"18 It is the tedm"

-

approach wherilthe p031t10n of the team on flrst pr1nc{;1es has been
A

estah}lshed and.all members are obllged to follow wi thout question, doubt,
- A P
The-team has the character of a secret society; the audience

-

may appreciate that all members of the team are held together by a bond,

or” denial

but no memper of the audience shares th1s bond unless he is a member.

+

Rl Intrigune is created*‘llsteners want to know the secrets and are, thus, per-'

suaded to seek for tHe answers. They respond because they do not have the
’ .

L 4 . . - N . N . 4 N
information, rather than responding in an 1nformed,’rat10nal manner to the -

information they regeive. ?heir only source for answers to the questions

ra1sed hawever, is the Armstrong organlzatlon itself. . .- ‘

IS

. The substance of . the 1deas developed in each program produces a

-

feeling.of being wafted toward "the good 1ife,” a feeling that results,’in

part, from the arrangemenu of the ideas. ListenerS'can ske, that there is

11ght at the end of 11fe's gloomy tunnel, a 11ght for phich desire is created

P

et by Armstrong and a 1lght which is then supplied-by Armstrong. Each broad-

* cast is specrficallj organized; some appaar to be more spontaneous than

e __othersamld_lnesﬁgh“qases. the scheke is not as t1ght.\ It seemd that the

" a principkes'of an effectlve adverti ement learned by Herbert Armstrong in

1912 have been passed along to his son. The material of the broadcast is <
*  designed to (1) gain attention, (é) create suspense, (3) hold interest,
() arouse desire, (5) convince\the auditory and (6) move him to action.l?

-
k4 N -

.
v
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The mald these charactenstlcs are-fitted mto is ap adapted Monroe
' 0

mot:.Vat%d sequenqp He begins by galnlng attentlon, then establlshes a \

of ten developed concurrently. in cllmactlc I?shlg.)’ he ther‘moves the .
) v

L llst.ener toward perfornmg some speciflc actlén—-a.n action desa.gned to move

.‘ * \
the listener closer to "the good llfe." ' \ .

Armstrong begins ea(ch program dynamlcally, reachlng out and grasping

é

the attention ‘of the llstener: boo . ,

L

. « » as Jou look eround the world today at the unbelievable
§ \ -wor . d

.

morass of'confusion--patiorrs and -govemxgem’s toppling, t.he energy
c':,risis.z, economic cr:ises', criees in the weather, 'nat,i.onal calamities-'
. . and disasters, the problems.of the world"é big%est Christian nation-—
{ the United States of A}nerlca--lt is also a nation in a’ con,fusmn and
-a ¢risis of }eadershlp, the cred1b111tj gan, doub'e’, dlsmay, perplexlty
and bem.lderment on the part of the private sector -in disputes over
1eadersh:.p and government; you have to ask if all of this the.world
over represents’ God"s best efforts to get the world saved--then, God .

rd

must be in trouble. (March 22, 197h) . . \/’

He may-begirP the program with a provoking question, with a shocking statement,

or with a meaningful example. In-all cases, it is" an opening that appears’

}

-well-planned to focus the listener's mind on the brdadcast.
Following a strong attention-getter, Armstrong creates a clear and.
) ' nd ) * ‘
evident need. This need, very often, relates to what is happening in’the ]

world today. It involves the need for the future salvation of the human
race, relates to world peace, and often includes,.too, solw)ing the huge
. problems of all of human kind. Armstrong is also concerned aboulx a nee®

that is g'enerat$ when the. almighty dollar takes "the place of Almighty God.
¢ y ‘ -

s

8

. . /
v . - f
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L saﬁsracttbn “of-tire Teed" foﬂm “atritie v{isuaiizat‘tm “step ’i*s e e




A

. The need to sa{e the ?o,rld for a healirig ‘of the Sp?.rlt to find out what

we[are ‘and who we are' and why we are here and where we are going, all fprm

-

’

°

{

- ,

'

- p;rt oi‘ the need Etep, a need step based on the listener' $ unfortunate

A 1 . . . - , ®

¥

c;rc.mnstances. . _
The sat:‘.;fac‘:\hon of the need relates to the Bible and to God The
two, of COurse, a.;e cIosely related for only in the Bible is God's design

. reveale/d * As Armstrong s‘tatns, "t.%.e :.s a de(elg’n eventually that He has .

’
in mind, sb enormously greater than anyth:.ng that we are or can magine we

can be that 1t really bogcles your mind. X (March 22, ‘197)4) The Bible,

) ‘
Garner Ted feels, d‘eals with the suffering of ﬁ&‘l"‘f\human kind; it talks
* ) s - . ) / ,
about wars and ‘an end.to war, about the rehabilitation of the whole surface

% of the earth, agrarian reform, linguigtic reform, and governmental reform.
Thus, the Bible, 1t would%bpear, is the means of satisfylng the need.
it is not the Bible or Jesus Chnst alone that is the answer. ‘We ‘have

. 1dent1fied the eﬂemy and he is us, " he would say. ;"Hg must change our

[ 4

- *ways: 'Repent and be baptized. 9’:d you ‘shall receive the holy spirit;'".
: ( - B . !

The visualization step, -then, becomes 'an’intimate part of the satisfaction

]

spirit is for us to lead the world..,, « s o« We could be mumber one, "
Arétmng says, Mwe could show the world now to live, we could get rid of
\/’:ilvorce, get “nql of crime, get rid of corruption, chicanery in government

coni‘us:.on of every sort every ;vil work--an:d the key is right in the

. ' Bible"-<but ve must seek Jesus Chr‘is " he would add, “for only through Him
/\ .
can we repent. To satisfy all of the needs. of this wozld," according to 2
L ]

Garner Ted, simply "look into the Bible and see what it says and get about

_the bdginess of believing it and obeying what it says." -(March 22, l97ﬁ)
. “ ' ., 4

But_

7

step for ¢ e immediate results of repenting, baptism, and receiving the holy

)
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Armstrong's truncated 'notivated ssquence s?nply enmeshes the s@is-

“

fafctxon step with spme vn.suallza'gon H generally, he moves from the satls-

faction step d1rectly into the fmal part--the adtion step: |

- R .
H4

I've got a couple of\gbooklets here I want to tell you about

-

before I've got to quit, so this booklet What ___(the True Gospel

showsyou where to look in your owns Blble tor answer every, smgle one
-w . N
of these questlons I have asked. . .. (March 22, 197h) .. N I

The action 'stép slglllfully channels the listener's attenfion to an:

effective outleV for satisfying his desirg for mors information. Armstrong
4 ’ ' ) ‘ ’ ~
_structures each.broadcast to climax with the offering of specific literature.

On each program, a numbor of pamphlets are advertised and coples of the
‘)

'literdture--some only several pages in len and others over three-hundr.ed

pageszl-.-are‘ available, and are adver_'_tlsed, "free ‘of charge." The Heed

. s . [}
for this literature is well supported since, acco‘rding to* the message, it

!
“contains "{fe 1nswors.“ Beguiled by the lack of iﬂfomatlon 1n the program,

llstoners respond to’ fill the void created through skillful strategms.
. . ) ¢ C‘
The action step, however, is ofte& weak--as presented by Armstrong. )
a . - . “
There are twvo reﬂons for this., First rArmstrong often deVelops a topic
]

over -a series of broadcasts; thus, at the end of any one of them, he might {

just Mave time to quickly advertise/a relevant booklet and state the main.
thesis of the next program. Seéondly, the specific action statement that
would moqt appropnately/ draw together the-elements and prdvid:e the outlet
for gaining further informatizn has, for the most part been presenter_d

throughout the’ prqgram via powerful lively, 1nteresting Commercia.ls of
probessional quality. Mood musicils introduced then -an apnoyncer with, a’ .
2 ‘

strong masculme voice sets the stage, sometimes asks a relevant question,

- - * 1

" and then tells you how you can find more in.format’ion or the answer to the
. T & o
'\. M * N .
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question posed vpthout price or obligation, .througtf reading d particular e S
v, boo‘clet.s Following this minute commercial, the misic stops and the vz& s e

. clearly and precisely says, "For your free copy, call Ambaésador Coll

v

toll free: 800-h23-hhhu--that's 800-423-Llkls." K s 4
v The form of \Armstrong s mess%e ‘is: deductive. Becdu{e h'e belietes ’ A
. ' . N ' "—3,
: ' that ans'mars to all the major problems of today's world can be found m y
: !

- o

the scriptures, his presentations are collectlons of reasons--appeals to .
understanding.' Thé 1istener, may be déCélV-’-‘d by the rationality of the  °

approach ard fail to perce:we the underlying 1ar5e doses of errlotion._"It -
- " is t}'%reason-emotion dlchotmny in the context of gulle. Following the

e Y

\ genera]Qhesm , he will work throwgh several types of argmnentative proof

» -
such as explanation, authority, er( ralization, analogy, example, md -

—
) .cause/to effect to prove his,point. In many 1nstances, .his success depends L/"
. 0 Y LI ] P >

upon’ the establishment of‘ an, apps earanée oi“ vlmowledgeability‘ ,Listeners 'are A

barraged by overwhelming, ‘but biased, evidence. In other cases he depends

s . . *

-

- o
. upon sensationalism--startling _impr‘essions.‘?‘?

As an instrument, of proof, explanat_ion'is used throughout each broad-

-~ ’ cast. Here, Armstrong's primary p_urpdse is to.e)qalain'thegrevelopment of
. . a thesjis oi- to elucidate the. Biblical text. . He uses ex'planat'ion to develop
un portant as.we“ll' as important' ideas, obvious ideas as well as those more X )
’.. ) obscure, and he uses it to provide background knowledge, conteRtual infor- .

S matj.on, word etmolcgy, and re1ationsh1ps between. ideas. His dependence

T o

'on explanation is consistent with the approach revealed in WCOG booklets

- “ e
: and brochures. He described one of them in a broadcast, 'saying it was “a.n . '
obnous, easy, simple, plain, straight from-the-shoulder, rational, explan-
ation. It is not deep and technical and scientific,, itYs not over anybody' p
head. (April h 1911;‘)/ Explanation is easy for Armstrong to use since :
v ' - .- ' , s . ,
N R 11 . e
- ‘ . , :
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N chufch bias can oe 1ncorporated I-t is easy for the 1‘1stenez' to ‘accept

-

since it comes from a 'sourte who appe knowledgeable. Y A U
He also depends on authority, most often he c1tes the Blble. Whether
s e “ L

he c1tes a spec f,erence, a general reference, or whether he paraphra,ses '

‘w-" e

“ it, his imtentdion, ap-pears to be ’to have his hsteners read 113 as he reveals

in the followmg statement° "It is s1mp1e, you "dor®t need to Know Gredk; you 4
y ' ddn‘t/ need to know Hebrew, you don't rieed - to go to sr?hool, you don't need’ fo
go to' a ca'taln Church- you don't need so’neone to come in and show you a lot -

- -

of, funny 's ?.gns, you don't need to stand 1n a particular position--one foot in

LT Y
¢

‘the gro ‘, one 1eg in the alr, hold your band up, cross your eyes, do any-

’

thing--just read 'it " (Mai'ch 19-, ]:97)4) R ) - ", .\f

\

e

-in adﬂltlon to usJ.ng the /Bible , however, Garner Ted-also dfaws together i
4
) 1nformatlon fro'n a large varlety of 'oth'er sourqes-—often hlghly reputable
. ¢
-and sometlmes_,well-known--us:.ng a s1m1’la1"‘ pattern*® eacli time he does this.

In talkmg about, evolutlon, Armstrong “said: "Kar’l Du,nbar, in a book called ,
. E 4 =

Historical Geology states, and I quote, 'The study of embryology andy compara-

’ t1ve anatomy provides only plrcumstant:,al ev'udence,' hlS words not m1ne, Vof
evolution.'" (March 2‘? 197)4) He also uses d1ctlonar1es and encyclopaedlas--
especlally Britannica and Amgricanas " The obJectlve is to appear both well-read
and well-documented and it is achieved. His use of au,thorIty is especa.ally .
overwhelming_to the doctr1na11y-naive person, because m addition to c1t1ng

_.many sources Ammstrong's skillful explanation/ of the mean;ng of those w N

’

sources 1s at f1rst 81ght 1mpressive and thorough In this vay, too, he

creates an impress:.oﬂ of knowledgeab;lity. a v . ‘

. Armstrong is also prone to us:.ng generallzatlon. He enjoys 'the short

startling generallty that moves qu1ck1y to a cllma.i,'catches the h.stener

Ll

unaware and then avariciously grasps his’ senseS s "We live in a World that is .-




:

{

. contmually, trymg

’ number one in Chr1st1an1ty when‘ﬁe lead the-world in cr1me, -lgad the worild

" ‘the’ Bible word-for-word, is also uSed~ "God, doesn't say,, You must accept

l the 'ideas of a broadCas't or the ideas 'at a particular step in hi's attempt

v ) éto reach closure on a thes1s. (\)\nc’ an 1mpresslon " of k‘edgeablllty is

¢

l
. : , ' CooL
just like a gi.ant bomb With a'short fuse am somebody hab already sm ; |
- .

the match n (March 22 197!,1) Or he* mlght say_, "Let's not clalm we're ’

«in d;vorce, lead the ﬁorld in our hld us mlsuSe and abuse of ’thi lend on. -~

will often use a generallzatlsn to
PR

edge before further explanatlor’. . .\there°

v

laws which enforce themselves upon sclence and over which s

4 )
.. n" (March 23, 197).) The brbad sweepmg

’ N a
e llsterer myst'accept of falth or prove by reading

generaljgatio

’

. I exdst on falth ' There is no such scnpture<1n, the entirety of the Bible."

(March 23, ‘197M He'a.lso uses the generaliiation;' at timés,nto synthesize

L

establlshed genéra,l:.zatlons of any type assume greater credibility, and oo
. / R ] H
the listener is more easlly swayed by them. ~ o 8

Amst:‘mg regards the use of analogy as a strong method of proof as-
L SN

well~ "ﬁ; is. gpod pgfhaps, to use: analogles," he sa1d L S dse analogies

prove a certaln point or “to illustrate a lesson, or
to E,et some pomt across I am talklng a‘oout. c .t (March 25, 197)4) In

one broadcast he talked about the people of Mex:.co, Centra.L dhd $outh
.,ap

He. sm.d ‘bhow'people ~in his words. RN B _'* _ .

° "
L4 -
.

.Amer:.ca .

L

L -

have talked about the giant or the Colossus tQ the north and tihey

-

._have gilven'the anald‘gr like the elephant and the mouse that share .

‘ the same caga and we, of course; ‘are the elephant and they, of course,
are the moqse.

And there s just al ted little bit of space here

- >

Sy . ’ Lo
1% and the elephant sneezes and t‘huse gets blown around the room. A

oy . 1 T *

.' ) 3 1 ) X . A
. . | 3 . - . . B
. * -~ ’ % . LY B ' . = 2

0 " ’ . ’ b




" ‘With the impression of knowledgeability secure, almost any similarity

ed

2 ;o - ' . 12

And the - elephant moves his foot and the ‘mouse is im terror runm.ng
around wondermg where to stand, or where to sit, or where ‘tp lie’

"down next. (March 2L, 19;1&) - R

+

between unlike things\ sounds 1ogica1 , and will generally go unquestioned .

by the listener. . ’

Examples are frequently used a,s'A‘&'mstrong faraws from thé Bible, from
the experiences of. others, and from current events aid politics. He knows ¢
~ M ‘e . b - R

their.value in holding attention. He also ¢reates hypothetical examples

-

. to illustrate points. .He used the problems of-the Nixon administration and

the then impending possi¥bility of. impeachment to support the statement,

. ~ .
"This world is in a crisis of government." He cited the Catholiec Church
to represent "“the byramid form of government."' He provided the Garden of
7’ Y s i
. s . .
Eden as an example of a situation where God was the ruler, the 1andownér,

. the Person incharge. Examples, especially those drawn from current events,

A

aid in maintaining his a p@aranc e of knowledgeability. Considering the
perceived know dgeabla—t.tie from which such examples emanate, they carry
more than t ir share of the logical support of Armstrong s. presentation.
Ahother mode of proof Armstrong useg is cause-effect. Sometimes it
is bnef a’.'t‘ her timos *extensive., Most use pf cause-effect revolms R’
around the preWe begause/ of man's human nature, we are in trouble: "We
own hali' of the world!'s automobiles and choke in the smog as a result ‘of
it,n (March 2L, 197L) is an example of the short version. Thé more extens

sive--although not a.‘sv,pxtended as some mstance3° "We're the biggest " 7

~

: country the world has ever.,ﬁeen in some ways. What we do when ‘we cough

causes- people around the 5 rld to catch a cold. Ve move a little bit and

~

. B ‘ ' . ' \ Coe ..




-

\s -
- - / ' 13
2 . . . . .
. pther natlons nearly topple. We e a 11tt1e domestic crisis that mlght . )
» . \‘

aEe/ct the cotton mdustry or the petro-che'nical 1ndustry, the auto-noblle .

l

industry, and other countriés hav} riational calaunitie's." (‘N{:h 2L, 197h)
TN

Again, Just as i‘h hls use of generalization, he prefers to use caus‘x‘fect’

for its shock value, as a sensat:.onal:.stlc device.” It is often how he uses
- I

t
-

his material that creates the guile. - "Shocking the socks off the publit"

N . . — s
. should not be the role of responsible persuaders in our society. -
‘ Many of Armstrong;g stat\ements are received as mptivational by some
- . q R * . L v ~ r
listeners beCause they touch them where they arg. He appeals to their -
8 R . ' 7 -

desire for happines$ ar{d to their fears. 1In treating happiness, he uses. /|

reverse psychology, mentioning the world’s~problems and how there is hope/

~ - I

Efo—r su"rﬁ.val and true happiness. Si'ipportlng the prophecy that‘". . . all ~
o .
these bIpssings shall come on you and overtake you .« .« o blessed sha'Ll yms.

e . § v
7 ' .
be -in-thé city," Arm.strong mentlons a varlety of cities around the Unl’ted

States ‘and says, "I hate all of them . . .-I don't know of a city where I
'\ can look at that clty and say,, Oh 1sn‘t. this city blessed?' . ... you :
know, I p1ty you poor people « + o you can'y find cities in this wretched
world of 6urs with the1r ugly old red-brick and brownstone apartments and
ugly ramshackle old buildjngs decrepit mner-urban areas all falllnv mto
the ground whose old horr}ble tenement houses whose people have had to live
ﬁin them. e« oM (Matrch 29, 1974) H1s seemmgly gAume and stralghtforward
attacks on what he considers to be the deplorable condltions of our world Co.
also strike a reSponslve c&rd The general tendency 1s to mentlon that

»
wh1ch is negatj.ve, to develop it and to sensationalize it.

-

- Appealing to fear is another sensational tactlc that 1s begulyng.

In. one broadcast Armstrong spoke of his 11steners' "eyes hquefymg, their

I
bodies vapogfizing and thelr cities vanlshlngw;ln a nuclear holocaust."® The

15 - ,
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hend time%’ " he warned, ﬁere near.23 The words he chooses evoke fear. They"

= .

' are purposely’ des1gned to startle the listener.' Garner Ted excuses this-by *

saying, 1 can't help it if God's word ie shocking. <o " (April 3, 19714)
s
Cha.racteriz:.ng war, Jhe said 1t was a "Satanic, ugly, s1nfu1 wretched,

wicked, ev1l rotten, abomingble exerc¢ise of human beings killmg\each

.

.* -other." (March 19, l9’]h) -"Wretched" is’an overused. word,lused three times
in’ a, singke minute at one peint. Such words as "nightmérish madness," and -

. "voracious devouring" also appear.designed toRevoke.fear. In ohe progrdh
- ] » A :
he talﬁd of people "who are willing to rip and sPred and bite and devour
- and claw one-another over religious antagonisms." (March 22-29, 197L) -
\d - § .

Happiness is established as the state or condition that will replace fea.r T
’
as a pos:Ltive reward for obeying God's word. ‘Such sensat.onal appeals to

; fear provoke uneasa.ne3s and cause some to seek panaceas. .-These are people
' -

who are unable to perceive any other remedy for their plight--the %or, the

’

troubled,- the disenchanted, and }he worpiers of any econo'nic 1evel.

ArmstrOng also develdps ethical proof through h1s m8ssages. Although

4
he espouses the nec.essity £&r 1isteners to seek the affirmation of his ideas

.

- through Biblical support asking ‘them to do s6 is also a means of attainmg -
intellectual integrity‘. Phat ‘s, i} adds to his credibility if he succeedS'
im con'nncing the audience that they mll come: to the same conclusions he

does if t?hey would take \the ¥jime* to investigate and pro've hls points ' Ethical
. ‘ “
proof, once established a.llows him latitude in using himself for exarhples s

and #Ts own word as the ﬂhority' . . .

.
\ . .

He develops the competency dimension of ethical proof when he uses:

A,

] hlS father, his own length of service to the Church the amount of Xime = '

given to :bhe study of a proBlem, h offers to lecture around the world, ’

{

or the_ actual presentatipns he ha made to lad'ge bodies of peopl‘e an diff,.rent
” '4.

' :/..-‘\'j.“gz_,lﬁl 1 ’ _ .l‘*
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.

: earth from contamination by moon gems; °

" . of himgelf as a suparior human‘being.

" above criticism w2 ) . ‘ . :

-

‘topi'.cs .

/ ! ’ "': .

- . S~
.y -

A .

He;also depends upon his contacts with "reputable" people to aid

his ethical appeal. In addition, high visibility contributes to the com-
. —_ .

/7

Anothr technique “used in Armstrong's development of competency is’

petency dimension. ; .

the establishment of guthor'ity through superior knowledge. Con rning the

existence ‘of life on the moon, he once sta‘,— "Maybe you can say I é'uessed

right, but I knew there wasn‘t [1fe on the moog7 and I'm not a scien‘bist.' ,

I knew there wasn't. oI knew there wasn'\’t even a germ up ther ... ." (March

25, 19711) This seemed to place Garner Ted on a plain higher han the mopn

scientists who took elaborate precautions to 'protect the pop tion of the -
by N '( '

He is forthright in his portrayal

1Wen ‘Qo one of the fomer ministers

& L

of “the church he once replied that he was "special in the church de and « ..

-

Because h‘.LS words. and the proofs he uSes can %e ver}.fied in the Bible, N

acco.rding to him, and because the llstener can attain v.erii‘ication By mting,

3

0T telephoning, Armstrong's trustworthiness, the third di|men81.on of ethos, .-

15 at least superf1c1ally developed 25 Th.e s1ncer1t'y wﬂ,th which his message

is conveyed adds to his. apparenf. honesty. Oné can be eas1ly taken in by the
genuine, forthright seemingly candid hearty and eﬁrnest approach dlsplaved.

’ .
Fyom all externa.l appearances h‘is genéral reputation appears stronv-;invinoible.

-

Y /pddition, Garner Ted appears" trustworthy hy sqstainlng an alr of " s

L
¢ .

; ebjectivity about his mission. Again, quoting Amtrdhg‘f S

' » ’o ‘e SO
. . ) L. .
, this shoriies of programs, on the' subjetit. First, we're

J

s we're gomg\ to give evoiu_tion a very fair shake in

going td

“w

o

briefly describe the ey 1dence and obJectivé-ly expla1{ the mterpreta-— i

tion of that ev1den0e from the evolutionary point of view.

» [

\ 1 7

Then we're

-

L7

’




% sion of khowledgeablllty w1th ha.syd ience.- It 1s o’b3ectiv1ty -as percelv'ed

. . - - .
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going to caref ully arialyze te. endence and ex[lam the Biblical
. '.pomt of v1ew and f1na11y 1et 'you dec1de for yourself Just what that .
ndence shows. bh I may urge a certa:.n concluslon, but I‘going
e v 1‘& be gust as object:.ve as 1t's poss:.ble to be, on the sub;ject of

* 4 -
- ,.

) . voluta.on. (March 23, 197h) R
R - 4 . P & .
Bnphasls should -be placed on «the phraSe, "Oh, I may urge a certain conclu- :
s:.on"' for tlt‘ could more accurately be stated "Yes, I will urge a certain
conclus:.on." H:.s ob3ect1v1ty aids in galnmg trust but, more mportantly,

T/t helps hsteners accept the message. It is,. however, asserted ObJeC‘blVltY

which rests, agam, onl the exteéo to which Armstreng has ,secu'red the impres-
DY ' Y

T

) from A.rmstrong s b1ased‘ viewpoint alone. " o . ‘
. & * * - s
A.mstrong also, appears trustworthy because he. makes no pleas for LI

<

money. The FBOG has’ always béen a voluntary tlthe-‘paylng one, a be11ef

supported by the scripture, #God has prom.sed, scripturally, to prosper. the .
t1the-p§yer."' 26 The t1th1ng system 1s spread over a period of years wherehy

. most/members give’ the WCOG 25 to X percent of-their mcome to support both s
the church and the colIege. 21 In the broadcasts, then, Armstrong offers )

/materlal with "no cRarge” and, thus, disarms the l;stener who would expect
(‘ .
» ++to pay for-the magazines. and bookleta adyertised. As one source admtted

3\

"In an era of mcessant financial appeals from scores of rel}glous and chari-

%a‘ple organ'rzati.ons, 1t 1s‘efrésh1ng to f1nd an operatlon. that, appears to
] I R RN
be completely ncmmercenary.'ﬂs. This serves to further cmvince thé-listener

y -

. that Armstrong has nothing to galn from his ﬁhe 1istener)__7 request for -

= 4}

(4

»

'further information; thus, why shouldn' t Armstrong be as objective. as pos-
sible? Once the listener has granted some credit.to Garner Ted; thenjhe '

[the 1¢teneg7, as' in the case of any ‘listener who has granted.- some credit

. .




to *an. exhoz“ter "1s,comm:.tted to the easy extension s .‘/

credit w29~ a5 Armstrong ) ethos 15 strengthened he
- 3

Qctions -on his word alone "for he has become the age ;

t5rs and the vaiidator of their emot:.ons."??

'y

T fourth and fmé.l d1mens1on of hls ethlcal appea.l is dyna.mism. .
gleﬁ‘agezis molded "toward the non-church gomg public--pe?ple who are not

. rehgfous,and may ne:rer attend church n3L Yl'he audlence a%u&‘f:ons:,sts of
co'nfused be'hevers :r" people who already accept the Bible % 1aw, but who

i
H

do no‘b- have a. focused church alleg:,ance. His "urbane profei:ﬁ"i.qnalls'm" !
4

i \

move's alll.b'ut the well-.lnformed gnd the' very soph1st1cated t@;#.he edge of«

.-

3 ,despan; 32 Tb.ese are people who can appreclate 1t when pe t!‘anSIates '

R ‘"carna.l mmds' "meat head."; (Match 22, 19711) _The ana_l&es and com-
je

garidons are o common va.rlety and ‘the B1b11ca1 quotatlons &re cited ,

. w'J.-th a forcefﬁl mat‘ter-o}‘-factness. The meéssage 13 understandab' gi:;eause
s
1t 3.3 co'lloqulae. providing, it would seem, a}tclear example of 1ij

speak no gu11e33--rat.her than 11p§ that glve “evidénce of a con arﬁst'

€

2 Armstrong's language is cMracter1z€d by qualltles Bdwin Blae

. \\,

¢

h1s book on Rhetarical Critlclsm, at‘tr:,butes to the. rhetoric of exhogtation.
(3 A -

v&d}orbatlon, Black explams , 18 "that type of discourse in which, the istlrnng

» [ 4-‘

of,' an audlence's emotions is a pnmary persuasr(:e i.brce."a," One of tﬁose

. 7/
e - ri

ah e 1s th xtensive use of concrt criptiv In on=
\q‘u tis e e i eedes plﬂ\‘/ ) pgogra.n\}‘

J Amstmng stated- o

1

s

So today ,we see the vaunted( overnrﬂqgal policy of AH'I (antlballlstfc

) missles) that cost billiépeof dollars, being scrapped and told no‘wr

vy . 1
. that Amerlean eities don't have any protection agamst 1nternat10nal
' - B
intercontlnental ballistic m1ssles, and so we' 're going to spend

-

. additional billions and hundreds of Billions‘,eventually to mount a

Aj
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COmpletely 1ndefen51ble, offensa.ve system of IBM's. We.can alread_,r

P

k111 every humam.bemg on more than 50 worlds like, ours, but we're )
P

1}

st111 building more and more and more to have th1s m,ghtmarlsh -

,madness oi,‘ a nuclear deterrent absolut‘e stalemate between these big ( . '

N v
Ve B v

powers that can't seem to-11ve together m mutual harmony and peace.

. (March22 197h) _" Q‘ ' LT

Concrete descrlptlon is also neticeable in man5r of % other examples c1tN !

m thls .paper. Through 1t Armstrong attenpts to have "the hstener under—

«

‘ stand the severe.oproblems of the world for the purpose of experlenclng a ] r

- ¢ +/ [
Arong aff ective response and thus, ptlrnqg the emotlons rather than the .
: 'mtellect. - — AR . '

# ) ' HlS fast-movmg, norvous s antagorust:.c% penetratmg style is littered -~ /\j

CI

P with, vivid, read11y under $tood c11ches that can be ea311y reta1ned. Exgres- : o
3 - C. . .
siens 11ke, "America: love it or 1eave 1t " or "Amerlca. change it or lose
- V4 L4

. [ 4
, it," "pra1se the Lord "and pass the ammunitlon," "turn the other cheek," "love

your enemies, " fye have.1dent1f1ed \the enemy and he is us," /a’ﬁd there is
4 . .
nothmg surer than death and taxes," are seattered throughout his broadcasts.

)

The chches, too, appear des1gn.ed to add to the emotional fervor.

’ v

Ty
Bec.ause 61‘ hlS rate, his ab:.U to emphasize and d'rlve home hls

\

) polnts v and. his sense of tlmlng, m’s dellw?ery adds “to the prc%esif holdlng

St L4

the 11stener s«attentlon, fac111tat1pg the 113teper'“s comprehensmn, and . .
making acceptancé e/asier., ‘Through Armstmng s, de"llvery, the distener
percej. es a h1gh state of exc1tefnent, he may 11sten at first to dlscover
K the reasons for the exeltement. The rate, the intens:.ty, and the pitch

’ suggest, s.omethlng is wrorlg and as Rdwin Black remark's ". . . We are alert
Tt discover what, ‘to learn if there is. dahger to ourselves."35 It is the - .-

deld.v‘ of alarm ahd sensationalism. ’ ' S - ) .




’ ., -
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Armstroge's effectiveness attributed directly to the success of the

publlc-brqadcast message can be measured in part, by the growth of the.

entire VDOG entfrpnse. Founded in 1933 by Herhert W. Armstrong, the WCOG
~C

grew at a rate of 7% per year oveMext 35 years.36 It purchases the

T

1argest wattage of any radio program, worldmde--more than 50 mlllion watts

+

‘.. of power weekl.y'reaching an estimated 100 million l.n.steners.37 Over

K—_' eighty television.stations carried the televised broadcaSts.in‘l973, “The

circulation of The Plain Truth magazind climbed to over 3 millign in 1973..

¢ 4 . . '

o ArﬂassadorrCo],iege comprised thre'e campuses: one in Pasadena, one in gf

- Br'cket Wood England and one in’ B:.g Sandy, Texas.38 'Also, since 19

60h 576 students- have “enrolled 1n the WGOG monthly B1b1e correspondence

»

3 course sent out_to interested 11steners.39 ;e ’

~

Armstrong s effec&depends orr a comblnatlon of factors. He reveals

- a2

. he” 1s re]_,at;d to the elder Amstrona ﬂe conveys Some sense of “noble birth"

i 2

xe 2

and, boo, adm.ts to yea.rs of dedicated serv:.ce. Add these factors to the

> . ) )
. um.que blendinp: of rellglous "evangellsm" (the message), advertls;u{g (the

modo), and the med1a (the medium) and one notes the potential for far more

v .

1mpresswe results than real:.zed thus fa.r.. In addition, Armstrong tnes to

‘

pro:nde the type of 1eadersh1p "matare“ nen seek. Rather than bemg percerved

. -as one who 13, stmnglj motivated by a lust #6r power, he prefers td be
e - ,regarded llke th° profe331onal guide in mountam climbing, "as su.p’lor in
. - ms knonledge and skidl in reaz‘hing the top of a. particular peak."?

' 9. ‘
The Armstrong crusade. has proven that its method of providing "truth"

N
can be successful. From an historical perspective, it can be ‘judged success-
v .ful by its papid growth in‘size, numbérs, and influence. Ffom a monetary

point .of view, it can be judged suctessful by its annual income figures.-_

¢
A

~3
.

v sone SenSe of _phys:tcal prowess, 'verbal faclllty, and populanty. Because ot -
; )

L




~, From an "awarenéss“ perspective, it can be judged successfvl by simply how
. “many ; people in, the world recognize the exl.stence of the crusade and the

nature of the Armstrong message. Fro'n a "convert" standpomt howewer, the

L4

movement is weak in co'nparispn with other denominations--but still grow1ng.
4

T Thls latter fact ,should ‘not detract from the gennral importance of ‘the
< ’ ’ )
. rusade and the methods its leaders use % spread "the word u
'The guile consists of the alluring exterior. The 1deas espoused by .

Armstrong on the broadcasts are only faint shadows of the doctrlnes to

- wh1ch the.kCOG ascnbes. The c11mact1cal organlzatlonal scheme leads one
to a Smgle desirable ow‘me--wrltmg for WCOG literature wh:'.%h tends to

further beguile the reader. The 1'npre°s:.v=/%cabu1ary used to evoke fear f

person. Armstron~'s overt and purposeful. declarat:.on, of an objective and
rdtional approach while engagé% in a sub,)ectlve and emotiona} address is
' -

aleo begm{.mg. The “pounding, dr1v1ng dellvery reveals strength and

s1ncer1ty, which, if taken at face value, w1thout closely examining tho
- %
+
. .ideas elabqrated, can be convincing in and of "itself. It is the sensatign-

. . L
a11sm of weligion. Mah.is "strongly disposed to ‘accept convictions that

»
mll justify o‘lr having experienced vivid feellngs."hl How many people

;oo ’actually take the time to’ prove the idzas for themselves? Thus, Armstrong,*
b

the seducer, foists appearances on the un,:ary.(.ﬁb William G. Kelley, Jr.,

W' 1ng on YRhetoric as Seduction," states, ". . . rhetoric understood as

. ).
.

’ sed ion is fakery of the mrst sort. . . .nh2/ To prevent oneself fro?, ’

bemg counted among the naive begotten requ1res an educated awareness;, for

. Armstrong's is a guile that begeté

- -

- + and promlse happ!.ness can easily d:.SSuadr= and convince th’ocﬁ'mally-dalve

ez




Footnotes - - .
-
1“Sex Money, Doctrlne Clted 6 Ministers Quit Armotrong Religlous Sect w

Los Angeles/Tlmes, ngruary 2k, 197h, p, 18. '

' 2From a lette? sttmarked Novembor 5 197&, 51gned by Garner Ted Armstrong. -
\ Another source stated that the WCOG netwdrk included "70 TV and over hOO
of God," True, 55 (July 197L), 72.

. : ,
3uTrouble in“the-Bmpire," Time, 103 (March L, 197L), 50. Because of

mgpnting costs, The Plain Truthtmagazine changed from a full-color- glossy '

L3

» magazine format t6 a newspaper, style in 1975. t
"‘Tlme, loyﬂarch L, 197h), 50. T -
' R
. . 5“Co-W'orkers" is the Amstrong term for those who underglrd the work of the

. .

.

interested pecple who have contributed‘td the orgzanization.

“6line, 103 (March L,™I97L), .. ,

7'l‘hls Is the Worldwide Church of God (Pasadena, California: Ambassador .-

College Press, 1972), pp. 18-19. No claim is made by the author for the -

accuracy of these figures. The reader should recognize, however, that they

are the figures that are available. '« '

-

8105 Angeles Times, February 2h, 197L, p. 19. Again, the author cannot

vouch for the acchrac?/?f the figures, however, it is clear a la;ée number
of pecple are affected in'soﬁe capacity by« the Armstrong organizagion..

. 9These concerns were selected because they are the factoxs that 1nduce

fﬁ llsteners to respond% They are the obvious manlfesta tions of "p0wer"-—one

persuasxve force that creates a llstennr response. & .

radio statiﬂns," Al Stump, "Hanky-Panky and Revolt in the WOrldw1de Church “

chwrch by maklng,monetary contributions, They are church members and other’,’

O
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mJoseﬁh Martin Hopkins , "Jesus Qhose Paul'A. . ."," Christianity Today, .XVI

T (December 17, 1971) 8.+ The full title of the artlcle is a 60-word quotat:.on

from Herbert w Ams'erong. . . ¥ N

RS nThe word’ *\hterature" refers to\ the materlal (magazmes R pamphlets and’

. N

booklets) orov1ded by the WCOG.
, 121"‘or SpelelC informatlon on how people beoome members ana what membership
in the Worldw'lde Church of God means,. see William C. Martln, "The Plain Truth

. " About the Armstrohgs and The World Tomorrow," HarEer s, 2h7 (July 1973), T7h-82.
————

. 13Garner Ted Armstrong, quot.ed in James Morris, The Preachers (Ney York: St.
: . .

Mart.ln's Press, 1973), p. 3b1.
'

-

Bcﬂsbs-Merrlll 1956), 260, , p. ‘L6 as cited in William G. Kelley, Jr.,

"Rhetorlc As Seductlon," P’nllosophy & Rhetorlc 6 (Spring 1973), 73 The

proof. for these concluslons is the author's ligtening to Armstrong programs >

»

. over the course of a year. The conclusions are those of the author. X

1.5Ga.rner"1‘ed Amtrong,"'A?m’.l 3, 197k, Broadcaé?QE; Chi°°Pee‘SPrihg£ield’

Massachusetts. Future ‘references to broadcasts 1 be listed parenthetically

w:';thin the text 'by date only. All ere Juotations from Ga‘r'ner Ted Armstrong
broadcast over WACE,. Chicopee,—Springfield. a

‘ - ‘ 6Hop‘<1ns, Chrl‘st.::am.‘}f Todai, 7.

‘ Lo 7 17Frede::’lck Tra.ut.mann, “How The Tru'fh Is Made P1a1n-° The Armstrongs and The .. °

,World Tomorrow," Today's Speech 17 (November 1969) *l2.

’

" ‘/ 1§Trautmm’ h2. : . 9 \

» * - .

. l9The Autoblography of Herbert W. Arm,strogg (Pasaden-a, Californias Ambassador

, College, 1967) I, 33-3k, 65-68. C .

~ 205ee Alan H Monroe and Doaglas E‘nnmger, Principles .al% Types of Speech, ' ) /

Sixth E:htion (Glenview, I11.: Scott, Foresmen, 1967), p. 267. ©

I8l
o ~

~
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- 2gome titles consist-of a one or‘two page print.ed sheet. Others are boo&- ‘
N y = .
L 1ets r.a.nging,.in 51ze from 23 pages (Which _g 1s the Sabbath of t? New Testa—~

. ment, 1971), "to 32L pages (sod Sgea\cs Out o _2 "The New Morality,' ,196h) In

the :?s‘e of* pyrsuing information over a three-year period, following most
= all stggestions provided ﬁa either the br'oadcasts, the course .of stu'd?," the
periodicals , or the actual ‘published material: 1ts'e1f (which always suggests

other 11terayure to send for), ‘one could eas:Ll,y accumulatn over 130 different

titles--excluding the periodicals'themselves--The Plain Truth, The Good News,

~
-

and a newspaper intended for~members only. ' .

v

22735 is the author's conclusion from sampling more than a year of Armstrong

broadcasts. p
’ '23'I‘1me, 103 (March L, 197h) 50 ' . . ‘
- 2hgpump, "Hanky -Panky," Irue, 2. ' o )

) 25’I‘he author uses the word "superficially" bec%se a crack may have occurreg

in Garner Ted Armstrong's ‘ethical facade by articles appearing in the media

LY

. concernmg poss:.bln past moral and ethical indesérétions. See Lnger Ted.

T ¢ - -

, Armstrong. Where Are You?" Time, 100 (May 15, 1972) 87; Time,/103 (March

i b -197k), 50; Los Angeles Ti'nes, February 2, 197L, pp. 18-19; _’g Iouls

Post-DJ.Spatch February 25, 19711, p. 6A. Furthermore, recent controvers:.es

have occurred over the 1nterpretation of scripture. A partial list\nf ques-
v tions regardino doqtnnal issues appeared in a Jetter to "friends-and brethren" *
from Milo B. Wilcox, a minister who was terminated and disfellowshipped from®

' N »
the WCOG: (1) "Could there be something wrong with a church organiZational

. . . -~
.structure which causes its members to slander and blaspheme the.name of a
- marked person‘l" "(2) "Could something be wrong with' a system which allowg .
- one man to impose a Sunday Pentecost upon its members, bypassing its field .

Nof ministry and still withholding the proof?" (For the previous L0 years

-
®

Q | '), ) 25 . . :
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. the WGOG obseryed ,Pentecost on asMonda.y and hati dlsfellowshlp d members .

who -had proven it should be on a'Sunday Y (3w .. Coul;d there be some ,

pmblem; mth a church structure and its pcxllcles that have 1mpesed the
p . =z .

‘w'rong appllcatlon of scr1ptures to. thousand‘s- of dlv’orced ‘and remarr:.ed
gpeople?! (L) Regardmg Herbert W. Armstrong's use of ‘the word "apostle"

. : .
in referring to h1mse1f e o doesn't God warn Chrlstlans that the time
o - 4 \

will come when men will claim, to have the quallflcatlons of an apostle?"

() Regardmg Herbert- W Armstrong s- concealment "from the membershlp over.
a period of years the alleged 5roblem7 of his son, Garner Ted Armstrong," °

the 1atter states s "Isn't there a great dlfferencn between be1ng FOEGIVEN '

* v

.for sins in the sight of God and Chmstlans and being above reproach to them .

which /sic/ are ‘without the church?" (6) -Could there be gome problems with

a church unt:illihg to 'remove a ministe;r (Garner Ted Armstrong) when the -
Bible proves "that a rr'linister must have a good report outside the church -
as well as inside of it." (7) "Isn't® }here something wrong w1th a church’

y - L

government wh:.ch compromises some of 1ts members mto poverty beCause i,they ¢

feel motlvate& . « . to pay three_tlthes?" (8) "Why doesn't the leadershlp

of the WCOG apologize for the numerous errors in prophecy over the past
¥
doctrine of

l;O years?" (.99"Why does the church continue to ma:.ntaln %

"church érgs" except te keep members f rom leav1ng the organlzatlon--smce

) .by leav:Lng, the church malntalns/ , they have no hope for® salvation? (10) Why
does Herbert W. Armstrong maintain the church as a government by dictator-
sh1p when New Testament: Scrlptures forb:.d 1t? (11) Why are members of the
church told fo accept everything they are told when God holds you accountgble
because you have His Word? From a letter dated March 29, 197k, signed by ~ :
a termi:lated and d1sfellothrpped (Satu.rday, March 2, 197L) minister: Milo
E. Wllcox, Rt. 1, Box 50, Windsor, CO 80550, Used with his perpission. The

dispute _over these isues was never revealed in the hroadcestsv: -

<

- Y . . -
” - 2 6 v .
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2615 Tg the Horldwide Church of God, p. 8. L L
oo~ 27Ja'ffes E. Adams, "Past.or Pere Resigns As Controversy Sproads I Worldm.de .. ot
IR o Ch}rch Sect," St. Louis Post-msgtch February 25, 19'{1;, p. 6A Also see .
i T - William C. Martin, "Thn Plain Truth About. the Armstrong and The World' ' ,/’

N

Tomorrow," Harper's, 2li7 (July 1973) 76. Martin stat.es t.hat tithing "may

. take as much as hO to 50 per cent of a famly's net income after taxes. . . "

zedopkms, Christianity Today, m (December 17, ]j';l), 8. . YK - ‘
g 29mwin Black, Rhetoncal Ontlclsm. A Stu In Me't.hod {New York: The Macmllan
. 4§ Company, 1965), p. ]%16. . " - ‘ i ‘ x . , . "
R ’—pBIZCI'c, P ]J.t6.'}- SR o ,. ’ @ P . .
el | Myorris, - The Preachets, p. 353, L S T e ' ,
. - Zyorris, p. 321.. . >’ : . | /
"33 peter 3200 - T e F
o g, Zue. ' R < .

. Fd 3
Ph1ack, ». 1h. ' , | : .

3()Thls Is the® WOrldm.de Church of God, p. 3.

. »
17.

.-

Fomat, Ts the Vorldwide Chirch of God?" The Good News, )DGZI (December

Yo

- JvﬁaRecently, the Brlcke,t WOod Campus was closed--flnanql ref:.,sons’wef'ql Ci'kd as S
t

he cause. The other two campuses remam Open. &g

3
v 39 "Ambasaador College Correspondence- C‘.\rse Beglns Twentlet:l Year," The Good'’
t Ne»z XXIII (Januar'y L97L), 15-1'6. / “ ' B
'hOOrdway Tead The Art oi‘ Leadersbl (New McGraw-Hill, ,1%'9*),\ p. 269, as
. . clt.ed by 'Franklyn S Hallnan "The -Dynamics of” Lea;dershlp, " %n. Robert S.: Cath-

car‘b “and Larry ‘A. Samovar, Smal‘l Groug Commum.catlon' A Reader (Dubuque, Iow'

s (‘ Wnrf‘ﬁ Brown, 1970), p. 3%65.
., - . [ 4

B ~ q h:LBlack,- P- 1’45

thelley, p. :72. " g




